1941 Veronica Lake Portrait
Photographer - Bob Landry (Life Magazine)

Negative

A 4 x5 “Interneg” for this print was purchased from an estate sale through an Ebay vender. An
Interneg is a contact print of the original negative and was the accepted way to print high quality
color photographs for many years. The Kodak notch code on the top left was used for
Kodachrome Type B (tungsten) manufactured from 1939 to 1949 (Fig 1). The top right notch
code corresponds to Kadok Vericolor Internegative Film. The Internegative for this photograph
possessed incredible resolution and clarity maintaining true to life skin texture and ultra-fine
detail in the hair and eyes.

The Photographer

While the photographer of this print may never be definitively identified there are significant
clues available to unveil who actually released the shutter. Life Magazine published an article on
Veronica Lake in its November 24t, 1941 edition (Fig 2). An uncropped version is shown in Fig
3. The dress, makeup, and room décor in the Life spread are identical to those used for this print.
The credit for the Life Magazine photo of Veronica Lake went to Bob Landry (Fig 4). Kodachrome
Type B film would have also been the preferred medium for a magazine layout in 1941.

Bob Landry (1913-1960) was on a cruiser in the Pacific when the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor, and from then on Landry was in one important place after another during that long war.
Like Capa, he went in with the first wave at D-Day, but all of Landry’s film was lost, and his shoes
to boot. Despite braving combat scenes, it was a peacetime picture he took before all that, in the
summer of 1941, that he will be remembered for. There are countless versions of the story, but
regardless of where it was shot or where that negligee came from, what it boils down to is that
photo he took of Rita Hayworth- one of the sexiest, most beguiling pieces of film of all time, one
that didn’t need to be on the cover to win the hearts and minds of American soldiers at home and
abroad. One civilian above all others was amply impressed; Orson Welles eyed Rita in LIFE and
resolved to marry the starlet.

The Print

The internegative was digitized using an advanced, high-resolution drum scanner. Dust marks
were painstakingly removed from the digital negative in CC Photoshop. Color and lighting were
brought back to their original luster. The blue curtain was added to highlight the eyes and to
cover over a small portion of the original background that distracted from the primary image.
Lastly, a few loose hairs were removed from the background and a very small segment of
eyebrow (that had been pushed down) was pushed back in place. A small blemish was removed
from Veronica but no other changes were made to skin texture. The blemish can bee seen in the
Fig 3 but not in the touched up version as seen in Life providing more evidence that Tom Landry
took the photograph. This print is possibly the best color photograph of Veronica Lake in
existence!

Copyright

The orginial work is considered in the public domain in that it was published in the United States
between 1923 and 1977 and without a copyright notice. Prints have been found on the internet
but are of an inferior quality. Any changes to this print (derivative work) are copyrighted and
use of this material is not permitted wtihout written consent from rlafoto.
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The only major accident that has ever befallen Miss Lake's hair oceurred
some years ago when she bent down too close to an oven she was lighting and
the flames leaped up, singeing off her eyebrows and forelock, Nowadays she
keeps away from stoves but her hair catches fire fairly often when she is smok-
ing. This, though a constant concern, is not a serious peril. When it happens the
hair of the screen’s most inflammable blonde merely sizzles a little and goes out.
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